










raised the matter of the complaint in 2017 once the Applicant had made the 
application for payment to the Tribunal. 

The Respondent had not formulated a claim for damages. 

The reference in text books such as the reference in Peter Robson's book on 
Residential Tenancies (3rd edition page 80 item 4-17) make it clear that if rent is 
retained "advisors make it clear in a situation where an abatement is sought that the 
rent is not simply being retained pending remedial action". This indicates the 
requirement for a link between any rent retention by a tenant and the request to have 
the rent abated. Indeed the leading case on rent abatement, Renfrew District Council 
v Gray 1987 S.L.T. (Sh Cr) 70 deals with circumstances of rent retention then 
resulting in a claim for payment. 

There had been no retention of rent by the Respondent at any time. The Tribunal 
considered that in this case there was no link between any issues with the property 
and the non payment of rent. The Tribunal was thus satisfied that whatever problems 
may have been present in 2017 with regard to the property would not entitle the 
Applicant to an abatement of rent in 2019. 

Decisio_n 

The Tribunal grants an order against the Respondent for payment of the sum 
of £1,220 to the Applicant 

Right of Appeal 

In terms of Section 46 of the Tribunal (Scotland) Act 2014, a party aggrieved by 
the decision of the Tribunal may appeal to the Upper Tribunal for Scotland on 
a point of law only. Before an appeal can be made to the Upper Tribunal, the 
party must first seek permission to appeal from the First-tier Tribunal. That 
party must seek permission to appeal within 30 days of the date the decision 
was sent to them. 
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