
















4.8 With regards to the repairs required following the escape of water, it is 
clear from the documentation that these took a number of weeks to 
effect. It is however, the opinion of the Tribunal that the Respondent 
was in breach of his contractual duty in terms of Clause 11 of the 
tenancy agreement to take reasonable steps to prevent the freezing of 
the system. The Applicant advised the Tribunal of the source of the 
water escape. The Respondent left the responsibility of heating the 
property with a neighbour before going on holiday for a month. The 
heating system had a timer which was not used. In the circumstances, 
the action taken by the Respondent is insufficient to discharge his 
contractual obligations. As this appears to have resulted from a breach 
of duty by the Respondent, the Tribunal can not find the Respondent to 
be entitled to an abatement. 

4.9 For these reasons, the Tribunal does not consider that the Respondent 
is entitled to an abatement of rent. The sum of £680.00 is due for the 
months of March and April 2019. 

Right of Appeal 

In terms of Section 46 of the Tribunal (Scotland) Act 2014, a party aggrieved by 
the decision of the Tribunal may appeal to the Upper Tribunal for Scotland on 
a point of law only. Before an appeal can be made to the Upper Tribunal, the 
party must first seek permission to appeal from the First-tier Tribunal. That 
party must seek permission to appeal within 30 days of the date the decision 
was sent to them. 

Legal Member/Chair Date 

Alastair Houston


