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Decision with Statement of Reasons of the First-tier Tribunal for Scotland
(Housing and Property Chamber) under Section 71(1) of the Private Housing
(Tenancies) (Scotland) Act 2016

Chamber Ref: FTS/HPC/CV/26/0376

Re: Property at 20 Gardiner Square, Prestonpans, East Lothian, EH32 9NR (“the
Property”)

Parties:

LAR Housing Trust, Buchan House, Enterprise Way, Dunfermline, KY11 8PL
(“the Applicant”)

Mr David Mackie, 20 Gardiner Square, Prestonpans, East Lothian, EH32 9NR
(“the Respondent”)

Tribunal Members:
Alastair Houston (Legal Member) and Elizabeth Dickson (Ordinary Member)
Decision (in absence of the Respondent)

The First-tier Tribunal for Scotland (Housing and Property Chamber) (“the
Tribunal”) determined that an order for payment of £4597.52 be made in favour
of the Applicant.

1. Background

1.1This is an application under rule 111 of the Chamber Rules whereby the
Applicant sought an order for payment of rent that had gone unpaid during the
course of a private residential tenancy agreement between the parties. The
application had been conjoined with the application reference
FTS/HPC/EV/26/0373. The application was accompanied by, amongst other
things, copies of a rent statement and the written tenancy agreement between
the parties.

1.2No written representations by the Respondents had been received by the
Tribunal in advance of the Case Management Discussion. The Applicant had
lodged an up to date rent statement and an application to amend the sum
sought on 15 July 2026.

2. The Case Management Discussion



2.1The Case Management Discussion took place on 5 August 2026 by
telecoference. The Applicant was represented by Miss Donnelly, solicitor. The
Respondent did not attend and was not represented.

2.2The Applicant’s representative confirmed that the applications were insisted
upon and wished to proceed in the Respondent’s absence. Given that
intimation of the applications and Case Management Discussion had been
made by Sheriff Officers, the Tribunal considered it appropriate to proceed in
their absence as permitted by rule 29 of the Chamber Rules.

2.3The Applicant’s representative confirmed the Respondent had failed to make
payment of rent as detailed by the statement provided. As at the date of the
Case Management Discussion, the slightly reduced sum of £4597.52 was
outstanding given a recent payment through Universal Credit. This was the
sum sought together with interest at the judicial rate of 8%.

2.4The Tribunal indicated that an order for payment as sought would be made.
3. Reasons For Decision

3.1In the absence of any information to the contrary, the Tribunal considered there
to be a contractual obligation upon the Respondent to make payment of rent
each month as detailed in the tenancy agreement. The Respondent had failed
to make payment and this was detailed in the rent statement provided.

3.2In the absence of any representations as to why this sum would not be lawfully
due, the Tribunal made an order for payment as sought. The application sought
interest at the rate of 8%. The tenancy agreement made no provision for
interest and, accordingly, the Tribunal ordered interest to be paid as sought as
permitted by rule 41A of the Chamber Rules.

Right of Appeal

In terms of Section 46 of the Tribunal (Scotland) Act 2014, a party aggrieved by
the decision of the Tribunal may appeal to the Upper Tribunal for Scotland on a
point of law only. Before an appeal can be made to the Upper Tribunal, the party
must first seek permission to appeal from the First-tier Tribunal. That party must
seek permission to appeal within 30 days of the date the decision was sent to
them.

Legal Member/Chair: Date: 5 August 2026
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